
An A B C, for Baby Patriots 

As British imperial power reached around the world in the late nineteenth century, it not only influenced the 
people whom the British conquered, it also affected how the British perceived themselves. In An A B C, for 
Baby Patriots, Mrs. Ernest Ames presents the British Empire and the Victorian World in a children’s book. 
These images were designed for children and reflect the values and ideals that Britons wanted their children to 
internalize.  

As you read through this source, consider what messages are being suggested about Britons, other peoples 
around the world, and the relationship between them. 

This source has been adapted from the University of Florida George A Smather Libraries’ website. The digitized 
images can be found at http://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00086056/00001/citation. I have slightly rearranged the order in 
which the images are presented to make it easier to view.  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