Absolutism DBQ

Document 1

This is an excerpt from The Prince, written by Machiavelli (fifteenth century).

	For all men in general this observation may be made:  they are ungrateful, fickle, and deceitful, eager to avoid dangers, and avid for gain, and while you are useful to them they are all with you, but when it [danger] approaches they turn on you.  Any prince, trusting only in their works and having no other preparations made, will fall to ruin, for friendships that are bought at a price and not by greatness and nobility of soul are paid for indeed, but they are not owned and cannot be called upon in time of need.  Men have less hesitation in offending a man who is loved than one who is feared, for love is held by a bond of obligation which, as men are wicked, is broken whenever personal advantage suggests it, but fear is accompanied by the dread of punishment, which never relaxes.


What type of ruler must the prince be?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is it necessary for him to rule in this manner? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 2

These ideas were expressed by King James I of England in 1609.

	The state of monarchy is the supremest thing upon earth; for kings are not only God’s lieutenants upon earth, and sit upon God’s throne, but even by God Himself they are called gods . . . . Kings are justly called gods, for that they exercise a . . . divine power upon earth . . . . God hath power to create or destroy, make or unmake at His pleasure, to give life or sent death, to judge all and to be judged nor accountable to none, to raise low things and to make high things low at His pleasure . . . And the like power have kings . . .


What type of government does King James describe?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why should it be organized in this way?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 3

These ideas were expressed by King Louis XIV of France in 1660.

	The head alone has the right to deliberate and decide, and the functions of all the other members consist only in carrying out the commands given to them . . . . The more you grant . . . [to the assembled people], the more it claims . . . The interest of the state must come first.


What type of government does King Louis describe?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why does he recommend this type of government?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 4
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How is the Palace at Versailles a symbol of the absolute power of Louis XIV?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 5
This excerpt is from: General Alexander Gordon, History of Peter the Great, 1718.

	This great emperor came in a few years to know to a farthing the amount of all his revenues, as also how they were laid out. He was at little or no expense about his person, and by living rather like a private gentleman than a prince he saved wholly that great expense which other monarchs are at in supporting the grandeur of their courts. ...He had no letters; he could only read and write, but had a great regard for learning and was at much pains to introduce it into the country. He rose early; the morning he gave to business till ten or eleven o'clock at the farthest; all the rest of the day, and a great part of the night, to diversion and pleasure.

In the year 1703 the tsar took the field early, cantoned his troops in the month of March, and about the 20th of April brought the army together; then marched and invested another small but important place called Neva Chance.... The commodious situation of this place made the tsar resolve to erect on it a considerable town, with a strong citadel, consisting of six royal bastions, together with good out works; this he soon put into execution and called it St. Petersburg, which is now esteemed so strong that it will be scarcely possible for the Swedes ever to take it by force.


What important policies and style of rule did Peter the Great implement as tsar of Russia?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 6
This excerpt is from:  Peter, The Revolutionary Tsar, by Peter Brock Putnam, published by Harper & Row

	...In 1722, the establishment of the Table of Ranks brought to its logical conclusion a

process that had been evolving for three centuries. It imposed obligatory lifelong

state service on all ranks of the nobility. It established fourteen equivalent grades in

the military, naval, and civil service and required that even princes of the most ex-

alted families should begin at the lowest grade and work their way up the ladder.

The Table of Ranks offered the privileges of nobility to anyone who performed state

service and made service to the state the principal basis for privilege...


Explain one way the Table of Ranks expanded the power of the Russian state.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 7

This excerpt is from:  Peter the Great, by Michael Gibson, published by Wayland Publishers

	...How great an effect did Peter have upon Russia? When he came to the throne, Russia was an insignificant state. He made it into a great power feared by all. At his accession [assumption of the throne] Russia had no armed forces except for the inefficient and untrustworthy Streltsy [hereditary military units]. When he died, there was a professional army of 210,000 men. He created a navy out of nothing, leaving behind him a fleet of forty-eight ships-of-the-line and many smaller vessels...

Peter signally [noticeably] failed to create the large, thriving middle class that Russia needed. In spite of the most strenuous efforts, Russia’s commerce and industry remained dependent upon the Czar, so that when he died, there were not enough wealthy, far-sighted traders and industrialists to develop what he had begun. This lack of private initiative and enterprise was to remain one of Russia’s greatest social weaknesses until the Communist Revolution of 1917...


What was one positive effect Peter the Great’s rule had on Russia?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was one negative effect Peter the Great’s rule had on Russia?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hint: these documents are in chronological order.
Using the passages and your analysis answer the following question:  

Beginning with a strong topic statement (no hook necessary for an expository paragraph -expository writing seeks to inform, explain, clarify, define or instruct), write a well-developed paragraph that answers the question: How did government and people’s views of government evolve over time? 

Topic statement may begin: Government and views of government evolved _____________________. (use your findings to state how your own words and then use details in the following sentences).

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
